[Management of vascular access: monitoring and surveillance].
This article reviews vascular access (VA) assessment methods and procedures. It gives an overview of the existing methods for bed-side VA assessment by means of pressures, recirculation and access flow measurement. Pros and cons of the methods are discussed and additional benefits of a combined recirculation and access flow measurement are explained. Present vascular access care guidelines are discussed, namely the K/DOQI and EVAS documents. Practical setup of a vascular access monitoring and surveillance system is illustrated with data from the authors' own unit where such a system has been in use since 1999. The issue of adequate target setting is analysed in view of published works on clinical impact of access surveillance system introduction (timely detection of access stenosis and access patency). Critical re-evaluation is needed especially in current QVA threshold and intervention timing.